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Medtronic plc is an American-Irish medical device company, headquartered in Dublin but with its executive headquarters in Fridley,
Minnesota in the United States. In 2015, Medtronic acquired the
Ireland-based company Covidien. Medtronic operates in 140 countries
and has over 105,000 employees.
Geoff Martha is firmly establishing Medtronic as the undisputed global
leader in healthcare technology. As Chairman and CEO, Geoff leads the
$30 billion company in pursuit of fulfilling the Medtronic Mission to
use technology to improve human welfare — to alleviate pain, restore health, and extend life.
Geoff assumed his current role as CEO in April 2020 — at the height of the COVID-19
pandemic. As part of his commitment to lead with purpose, Geoff quickly mobilized the
company to help global healthcare professionals and partners continue to treat patients and
protect themselves. In addition to accelerating the development of remote solutions, he
made the unprecedented move to open source the company’s intellectual property, making
proprietary ventilator designs available to manufacturers around the world. The move helped
address growing global demand for ventilators, resulted in new partnerships, and broke down
barriers across industries to enhance care.
Prior to becoming CEO of Medtronic, Geoff held various leadership roles on the company’s
executive committee, including SVP, Strategy and Business Development; Chief Integration Officer;
and Executive Vice President, Restorative Therapies Group. Notably, he led the acquisition and
subsequent integration of Covidien, the largest acquisition in the history of the medical
technology industry. Before joining Medtronic, Geoff spent 19 years in a variety of business
development, strategic marketing, and sales management roles at GE Healthcare and GE Capital.
Geoff is an active member of the global business community, sitting on the Business Roundtable,
and on the World Economic Forum’s International Business Council. He received a bachelor’s degree
in Finance as a member of the Scholar’s Program from Pennsylvania State University.
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Outstanding Program of Entertainment
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Guest of Honour
An Taoiseach
Micheál Martin TD
We are honored and pleased to welcome An Taoiseach Micheál Martin TD
as our Guest of Honor at our Ireland-U.S. Council event in Dublin Castle.
He was elected Taoiseach, Ireland’s Prime Minister, in June 2020 and is
the Leader of Fianna Fáil, Ireland’s largest political party in Dáil Éireann,
the national legislative parliament in Ireland. Born in Cork in 1960, he
graduated with a degree in Arts and later earned a Master’s Degree –
both from University College Cork. He worked as a secondary school
teacher in Cork before eventually embracing a career in politics.
His time as a teacher in the classroom was short-lived. After just one
year he was elected to Cork Corporation as a Fianna Fáil candidate in 1985. It was from this
local base that he decided to embark on a career in national politics. He served as Lord Mayor
of Cork, Ireland’s second-largest city, from 1992-93. Since entering national politics as a TD for
Cork South-Central in 1989, he has served on the Fianna Fáil front bench and in four
Government cabinet posts: Minister for Foreign Affairs (2008-2011), Minister for Enterprise,
Trade and Employment (2004-2008), Minister for Health (2000-04) and Minister for Education
(1997-2000). He had been the Leader of the Opposition in Ireland since March 2011 and Leader
of Fianna Fáil since February 2011.
After the Fianna Fáil party’s victory in the 1997 election, he was appointed to the Cabinet.
In 2004, during his time as Minister for Health, he made headlines when he introduced laws
banning tobacco smoking in all workplaces. This gave Ireland the distinction of being the first
country in the world to introduce a full workplace smoking ban. In 2009, he was the first Irish
Foreign Minister to travel to Latin America, during which time he also made the first official
visit to Cuba by any Irish Government Cabinet Minister.
At the 2016 general election, Fianna Fáil’s performance improved significantly, more than
doubling their representation in the Dáil. Martin continued as Leader of the Opposition and led
his party through the 2020 general election, which led to Fianna Fáil becoming the largest
party in the Dáil – by the thinnest of margins. Because those election results left no clear
winner, there were lengthy negotiations to form a grand coalition of three political parties to
form a Government. This arrangement saw longtime rivals Fine Gael join with Fianna Fail
marking the first time these two parties had governed together. The Green Party also joined
the coalition to ensure a solid Parliamentary majority. Micheál Martin was appointed to the role
of Taoiseach on June 27, 2020.
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He also played an important role in encouraging the development of higher education in
Ireland. He was closely associated with the establishment of the Michael Smurfit
Graduate School of Business at University College Dublin. Not to go unmentioned was his
extensive efforts at fostering the process of peace and reconciliation in Northern Ireland
and his commitment to the cause of autism medical research.
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THE IRELAND-U.S. COUNCIL
A Business Organization
Tom Higgins
Council President

Michael Sommers
President, Ireland Chapter

You Are Cordially Invited To Attend the Council’s

Friday, December 3, 2021
Saint Patrick’s Hall, Dublin Castle, Ireland
7:00pm: Cocktails 8:00pm: Dinner • Black Tie

PACKAGE OPTIONS
Individual Seats - Council Members:

C225

Individual Seats - Guests/Non-Members:

C300

Full Page ad in Dinner Program:

C750

Two Premium Seats plus Full Page ad in Dinner Program:
Shamrock Package:
Choice table of 10, plus full page ad in dinner program

C1,500
C5,000

Harp Benefactor Package:
Premier table of 10, full page ad in program, logo on screen during dinner,
logo on all signage and other materials, logo on Council website with other
C7,500
Patron Sponsors, President’s recognition from podium

Book and pay online at www.irelanduscouncil.com

Upcoming Events
Friday, November 5, 2021
58th Annual Dinner of the Council
Metropolitan Club, New York City

Friday, December 3, 2021
Dublin Castle Gala Dinner
Saint Patrick’s Hall, Dublin Castle, Ireland

Wednesday, February 16 - Friday, February 18, 2022
Council’s Winter Meeting
Palm Beach, Florida

Wednesday, March 16, 2022
Saint Patrick’s Luncheon
Metropolitan Club, New York City

Friday, April 22, 2022
Spring Corporate Lunch
InterContinental Hotel, Dublin, Ireland

Thursday, June 16, 2022
Scholarships Awards Lunch
Metropolitan Club, New York City

For more Information Contact:
DUBLIN

NEW YORK

Malton, Suite #8, 31-33 Merrion Rd.
Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 - D04 CC83
Tel: (01) 667 4040 • Fax: (01) 667 4041
Info@irelanduscouncil.com

P.O. Box 4476
New York, NY 10170-0247
Tel: (212) 867 6268 • Fax: (212) 867 6834
Info@irelanduscouncil.com

www.irelanduscouncil.com

