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The pandemic gave rise to virtual events – connecting with folks over the internet and  
computers. The end of the pandemic has spawned a nice current acronym that’s appropriate 
for us – IRL (In Real Life) or in-person (non-virtual) events. And as you probably know, or 
have already guessed, IRL happens to be the bumper-sticker abbreviation handle for Ireland.

And so finally, we can gather again at an in-person Ireland-U.S. Council IRL event. A warm 
Irish welcome to our twin 2021 fourth-quarter events - our 58 th Anniversary Dinner of the 
Ireland-U.S. Council in New York in November and to our Gala Dinner in Dublin Castle 
in December. It is always a pleasant duty for me, in my role as President of the Council, to 
extend greetings to you when we celebrate the Council’s continued engagement of our core 
mission of strengthening and enhancing closer commercial connections and business bonds 
between America and Ireland.

It is 22 months since our last in-person Ireland-U.S. Council gathering.  That was in Florida in February 2020.  
The Covid pandemic has been the most challenging time in living memory for us all.  It has been a time of dislocation, 
both economically and socially.  It has also been a time of loss, sacrifice and disruption.  As we count the cost of this 
disaster, we can also count ourselves as fortunate to be here now surveying the damage – great and all as it has been.

The good news is that, clearly, we are traveling on a slow but sure road to recovery.  We look forward with  
anticipation to the future as we pick up where we left off and can continue our productive lives as before.

We are now in a long-anticipated and enviable position as we stand on the cusp of the restart of our Ireland-U.S. 
Council events and activities platform – meetings, gatherings and programming initiatives that have been our 
hallmark for the past 58 years.  We are excited by this challenge and invite you to join us in the coming year to 
engage in our mission of strengthening and expanding these bonds that bind America and Ireland ever closer.

Because of your past support, we have been enabled to continue our work which we believe makes a worthwhile  
contribution to the betterment of the economic circumstances of all the people in the United States and in  
Ireland, north and south. Improved and expanded investment, trade, and tourism in both directions between 
America and Ireland betters the lives, livelihoods and economic circumstances of everyone.  

The Ireland-U.S. Council is a membership organization.  I must always underline how thankful we are for the 
support and participation we have received during this past year from Council members and from our benefactors, 
patrons and sponsors.  The support you have offered has been crucial in sustaining the organization through  
these difficult months.

Tom Higgins
President
The Ireland-U.S. Council

Welcome

Friday, November 5, 2021
New York City

Friday, December 3, 2021
Dublin Castle, Ireland

Tom Higgins
President
The Ireland-U.S. Council

Tom Higgins
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Thanks to you, The Ireland Funds has assisted over 

3,200 outstanding Irish organizations and causes 

across the island of Ireland and around the globe.



Let us help you connect with Ireland and realize your 
philanthropic goals. Visit www.irelandfunds.org

—
Progress 
Through 
Philanthropy
—

The Ireland Funds is delighted to 

see tonight’s honorees celebrated 

for their outstanding leadership 

in business and philanthropy.
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Director
Dime Savings Bank
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MacDara Lynch
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Partner
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THE COUNCIL’S U.S. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

www.irelanduscouncil.com • www.facebook.com/IrelandUSCouncil
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CONTACT THE IRELAND-U.S. COUNCIL TEAM

Executive Director - New York 
David O’Sullivan
David@irelanduscouncil.com 
or hiberniadub@gmail.com
Tel:  (212) 867 6268 
Cell: (212) 470 8965

Executive Director - Dublin 
Roddy Feely
Roddy@irelanduscouncil.com 
or iusc@eircom.net
Tel:  +(353) 1 260 3891  
Tel:  +(353) 86 837 1425

Program Director - New York 
Sophie Colgan
Sophie@irelanduscouncil.com
Tel:  (212) 867 6268  

Program Director - Dublin 
Jenny Heaphy
Jenny@irelanduscouncil.com  
Tel:  +(353) 1 260 3891 

Communications Director - Dublin
Michael Ronayne
mjronayne@gmail.com
Cell:  +(353) 87 241 8360     

Director of Membership 
& Revenues
Ruth Croke
Croke Communications, New York
Ruth@irelanduscouncil.com  
Tel:  (347) 808 9781   

Scholarship Programs Director:  
Annalise Stack
Roan Skye Consultants
annalise@gmail.com
(914) 282 5619

Art Director
Kevin Fegan
Taste Design
kjfegan@gmail.com
(516) 382 0728

Technology Director
Joe Gilhawley
Dubware.com
joe@dubware.com
(201) 456 1227

New York Office
The Ireland-U.S. Council

P.O. Box 4476
New York, NY 10170-0247

Tel: 212.867.6268 • Fax: 212.867.6834

Dublin Office
The Ireland-U.S. Council

Apartment 8, Malton, 31/33 Merrion Road, 
Ballsbridge, Dublin 4, DO4 CC83, IRELAND

Tel: (353.01) 260.3891 • Fax: (353.01) 667.4041



Congratulat ions to tonight ’s honorees
Barbara Koster

& 
our founder Dómhnal Slat tery

Best Wishes to
The Ireland-U.S. Counci l



Proud to support our 
collaborative cultures 
Collaboration and building trust are the foundation of 
truly meaningful business connections, and are core 
to our culture at Deloitte. We proudly support the 
Ireland-US Council in its mission of collaboration and 
connection, and join in honoring Dómhnal Slattery 
and Barbara Koster. 

www.deloitte.com
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In this President’s Report for 
2021, I am happy to be writing 
to the members and friends of 

our Ireland-U.S. Council family.  We 
are pleased to tell you that we have 
been able to navigate the treacherous 
shoals into which we were driven by 
the extraordinary times of the Covid 
Pandemic.  We were able to find our 
way through this difficult time with 
some success because of the generous 
support and important assistance 

from our Council members and friends in the United 
States and in Ireland.

It is gratifying to also report to you that we have emerged 
through these challenging days and have now arrived at the 
doorstep of re-commencing our in-person event programming 
schedule as we reach the fourth quarter of the 2021 Calendar 
year.  And we are poised to start our 2022 full-year platform of 
in-person events programming schedule.  All the elements of 
our in-person events schedule that we have planned are so vital 
and essential in maintaining the integrity of the Ireland-U.S. 
Council’s mission objectives.

We plan to kick-start this event programming with our 58th 
Annual Dinner on Friday, November 5 in New York, followed 
by our Ireland-U.S. Council Gala Dinner in Dublin Castle one 
month later on Friday, December 3.  These two occasions are 
planned as the twin relaunching pads for the full return to our 
complete in-person events programming platform.

The last time your Council hosted an in-person event activity 
was at our Winter Meeting in Palm Beach in February 2020.  
Thus, a full 21 months have elapsed and a total of fifteen (15) 
of our in-person events have been suspended because of the 
dangerous Covid virus outbreak. During this extraordinary 
time, we have witnessed distressing events that have disrupted 
and, in some cases, upended the lives of countless millions of 
people and businesses in America and in Ireland, and around 
the globe.

We have arrived now through this time of disruption to be able 
to join again in person to celebrate our Ireland-U.S. Council 
mission at our 58th Annual Dinner at our home away from 
home in The Metropolitan Club in New York City.  We are so 

pleased to be here now and to have emerged, bruised but surely 
unbowed, from the challenge of the shutdown caused by this 
extraordinary pandemic.

Ireland- U.S.  
Economic Relations

As I have mentioned, almost two 
years have passed since we have 
been able to gather in person at  
an Ireland-U.S. Council event.   
We know that the Covid-induced 
partial economic shutdown  
damaged many businesses,  

hobbled myriad enterprises and generally caused great  
economic disruption.  But, we also now are hearing many  
stories of the sure, certain and perceptible comeback and  
recovery being made as we move back toward pre-covid (and 
more normal) economic conditions.

The U.S. was Ireland’s the largest 
export destination last year,  
accounting for $58 billion or 31%  
of the country’s total exports.

Let’s look at Ireland’s export performance to get an idea of how 
things are going. The value of goods exports from Ireland hit a 
record $190 billion last year despite the global economic slump 
caused by Covid, fueled by a surge in exports of medical and 
pharmaceutical products.  The value of pharma exports  
rocketed by 25 per cent to $72 billion last year, accounting for 
39 per cent of all Irish goods exports in 2020.

Ireland is now a significant global hub for pharma and  
medtech, playing host to 24 of the top 25 biggest (mostly 
American) players, including Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson, Roche, 
Medtronic and AbbVie.  These companies have been ramping 
up production to meet soaring demand for medicines and  
products connected with the treatment of Covid-19. 

This has resulted in Ireland now scoring a record trade surplus  
of $87 billion for 2020.  The U.S. was Ireland’s the largest  
export destination last year, accounting for $58 billion or 31  
per cent of the country’s total exports.

Tom Higgins
President, Ireland-U.S. 
Council & Executive 
Vice-President, Fiserv Inc.
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Global Minimum 
Corporate Tax Rate

An old economics rubric says  
that capital goes where capital  
is treated well.  Everyone knows 
that an attractive investment  
environment for business  
comprises many issues. And  
one of the key factors is taxation.  

For over seven decades Ireland has led the world in shaping 
an attractive and well-thought-out program of corporation tax 
that has enjoyed wide political and popular support within the 
country for over three quarters of a century.

Many of Ireland’s past leaders, some of them prime movers in 
the War of Independence one hundred years ago, decided on  
a strategy that was clearly modeled on the American economic  
success story of generating growth through private sector  
investment.  The cornerstone of that policy was the fundamental  
right to private ownership of property. It was rooted in a 
multi-generational commitment and a foundational belief in 
free enterprise that sat comfortably with State involvement in 
business where private sector investment was lacking. These 
leaders, Eamon DeValera (himself born in New York), W.T. 
Cosgrave, Seán Lemass and many others led the drive to build 
an economy in Ireland that would be one characterized by 
emigration-ending fast economic growth with completely open 
and free trade.  Today, Ireland is the most open free-trading 
economy in the world.  

Ireland’s favorable low-tax policy has had many overseas  
admirers, copycats, and critics. In this latter group we have a 
motley collection of big-government lovers, social justice  
advocates and competitor nations, among others, who have 
been putting pressure on Ireland to drop its low corporate tax rate.

There has been a succession of candidates in this club like the 
European Union, the current Biden Administration in the U.S. 
and the OECD.  The most recent iteration pushed by the OECD 
drew lots of international attention in the last few weeks.  This 
Paris-based outfit representing 38 nations, has been engaged in 
serious efforts to force Ireland into a deal to hike its low rate of 
12.5% corporation profits tax.

In our view, a superb performance has been delivered by  
Ireland’s Minister for Finance, Paschal Donohoe, who has been 
a steady hand on the wheel for Ireland managing this process.  
He recently confirmed that Ireland has agreed to a corporation 
tax rate of 15%, an increase of 2.5%.

However, it’s not that simple.  As we peer into the weeds in 
this deal there are some important things to note.  First, after 
months of negotiation (some would say bullying) Ireland won 
significant concessions in the language of the deal before  
signing on.  Some of the highlights here are that the global  
reform of the international tax regime proposed won’t kick in 
for some years – right now it looks like maybe 2023 but could 
be years later than that. Also, it will only apply to companies 
with annual revenues exceeding $750 million. 

While acknowledging the significant change under the  
agreement, Minister Donohoe commented that Ireland “will 
remain an attractive location for investment” and will continue 
to play to its strengths, “centered on a highly-educated and  
dynamic workforce that has consistently delivered innovation 
and profitability over many decades to businesses that have 
made Ireland their home.” 

This deal is welcome in that it now puts an end to this stage of the 
pressure on Ireland to change its tax laws.  It will provide a high 
degree of certainty for Ireland’s corporation tax arrangements.  
Not least, it will copper-fasten Ireland’s ability to keep a 12.5% 
corporation tax rate for smaller businesses. Ireland’s commitment 
to the deal will ensure it continues to be regarded as an active 
and engaged participant in the global tax community and  
continues to input on the proposed future international  
tax changes. 

Next up – keeping an eagle eye on the dynamic and evolving  
situation in the Washington DC drama of U.S. tax reform 
changes and their likely impact on Ireland. As currently mooted, 
corporation tax in the United States would increase if these 
measures passed into law.  This would clearly make Ireland’s tax 
offering more attractive to fast-growing American companies. 



Remember Those 
Headlines about  
Apple’s Ireland  
Tax Bill?

Yes, back in 2016 there were 
massive media headlines saying 
Apple owed Ireland a king’s  
ransom amount of money.   

Remember them?  The Brussels bureaucracy aka the European 
Union had decreed in a ruling that Apple owed Ireland a huge 
$15 billion in back taxes – they alleged the Government in  
Ireland had given the company illegal tax breaks.

Fast-forward to 2020 (yes it takes a long time to appeal stuff  
in Europe) and lo and behold that ruling was overturned by  
the European Court.  Apple and the Government of Ireland  
had both appealed the ruling.  Ireland’s Government in a  
statement said they had appealed the 2016 mandate because  
“it had always been clear Apple received no special treatment. 
The correct amount of Irish tax was charged ... in line with 
normal Irish taxation rules.”

Apple have had their HQ for Europe, Middle East & Africa, 
in Cork since 1980 when it started with 60 employees.  Today 
Ireland is home to more than 6,000 Apple employees and a 
sprawling campus in the city of Cork. Apple has celebrated 
over 40 years operating in Ireland, the original manufacturing 
facility has expanded and is now part of a campus that includes 
AppleCare, Operations, Logistics, and a variety of other teams.

Is Ireland A 
Tax Haven?

All of the emphasis on Ireland’s 
corporation tax policy has fueled 
a debate about whether Ireland 
is tax haven.  So, let’s refer to the 
above-mentioned OECD which 
has relied on its definition of a 
tax haven which it promoted a 

quarter of a century ago.  It is still the gold standard definition.  
It uses four criteria to determine tax haven status: 

 •  nominal or zero taxes (and offering non-residents   
    tax-avoidance opportunities) 

 •  lack of transparency
 •  an unwillingness to exchange information with  

    OECD states’ tax authorities
 •  no requirement for substantial business activity.

By these standards, the answer is clear – Ireland is no tax haven.  
Ireland’s Government firmly rejects the notion that the country 
is a tax haven. Our imagination colorfully conjures up images of 
Caribbean island palm trees and hot sun with lots of brass-plate 
corporate registrations. All backed up by virtually no on-the-
ground employment or economic activity to add value.  Clearly, 
by any stretch of even a fertile imagination, Ireland cannot be 
put into that category.

Brexit

So how has Brexit affected Ireland 
so far? It’s not a very easy question  
to answer. The physical land 
border issue has always been the 
thorn in the Brexit matter – sticking  
out like a sore thumb. Ireland is 
the only place where the United 
Kingdom shares a land border 
with the European Union.

The European Union and the United States have made it 
clear that fresh trade agreements with the United Kingdom 
post-Brexit will be impossible if physical border controls are 
re-imposed on the island of Ireland, imperiling the Good Friday 
Agreement. And so far there appears to be no real threat that 
border posts on the island of Ireland will ever re-appear.

The big fear has been that Ireland’s companies selling into  
Britain will face tariff, quota or red-tape complications that  
will hamper and disrupt trade.  So, has this happened?  The 
supply chain disruptions caused by Covid not just in Ireland  
but around the world have cast a fog over this.  It is unclear  
the extent to which Brexit or Covid is the real disruptor here.  
Clearly, disruption has occurred, but it does appear that Brexit 
is not the principal culprit.  We keep our eyes on this one.
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New Europe Plan To Ease 
Brexit Burden on Northern Ireland

We were also heartened by the latest European Union plan of a 
few weeks ago which will see a reduction of post-Brexit checks 
on goods and medicines arriving into Northern Ireland from 
the rest of the UK.  Northern Ireland has a special Brexit deal 
which keeps it in the EU’s single market for goods and allows 
free-flowing trade with the EU.

The new plan, which seeks to calm a long-running dispute over 
a key part of the Brexit agreement, would remove about 80% 
of spot checks for Northern Ireland.  According to Brussels, 
customs paperwork would also be cut by 50% for Northern 
Ireland companies.  At the start of the year, the new post-Brexit 
arrangement - known as the Northern Ireland Protocol - was 
introduced to help prevent checks along the border between 
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. While this keeps 
Northern Ireland in the EU’s single market for goods it does 
create, according to Unionists, a new trade border with Great 
Britain which, they say, undermines their place in the UK.

Europe’s latest proposal would have several effects on 
Northern Ireland:
 •  Most food products will not need to be physically  

     checked when arriving into Northern Ireland from  
     Great Britain

 •  A cut to the required administration for Northern  
    Ireland importers

 •  Expanded trusted trader arrangements meaning  
    more products and companies are exempt from  
    customs tariffs

 •  Change to current laws to ensure no disruption to  
    moving medicines across the Irish Sea

 •  Improved engagement with stakeholders in Northern 
     Ireland including politicians and business groups

Covid Travel Restrictions

There has been palpable and barely concealed disappointment 
in Europe that the United States did not relax sooner its travel 
restrictions on Europeans wishing to visit America. The White 
House announced on September 20 that in “early November” 
the U.S. will reopen to fully-vaccinated air travelers from most 
of Europe, including Ireland.

The relaxed rules, unfortunately, 
did not come in time for many of 
our Ireland-U.S. Council members  
in Ireland who had wished to 
attend our Annual Meeting of 
members and directors. In recent 
days, the White House belatedly 
announced that the restrictions 
would be raised on November 8,
2021 – yes too late for our many 

Ireland-based members who wished to be with us in New York.

Council Membership

We seek and welcome new members in our Ireland-U.S. Council 
family for our mission and activities on both sides of the Atlantic.  
As a membership organization, we are always eager to greet 
candidates for membership.  We ask our existing members to 
assist in putting out the good word.  Our Council mission is an 
attractive one.  As economic relations grow and prosper between 
Ireland, north and south, and the United States, so too will the 
economic prosperity of the people on both sides of the Atlantic.

Our Thanks

The business conditions in both Ireland’s economy and in  
the United States and between our two countries have clearly 
improved despite the Covid challenges of the past 18 months.  
The outlook for the future shows great promise.  Our mission  
is to enhance the business bonds and commercial connections 
between the United States and Ireland and our efforts are  
always aimed at ensuring that they continue to flourish.

We extend our thanks to all our members, supporters,  
sponsors, and friends in the United States and in Ireland for 
their participation and support of our programs and activities 
this past year.  As we head into 2022 and beyond, it is our hope 
that you will assist us by sustaining your commitment to that 
tradition of support and loyalty.

Tom Higgins
Executive Vice President
FiServ, Inc. & Council President
November 5, 2021
New York City
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FTI Consulting is an independent global business advisory firm 
dedicated to helping organizations manage change, mitigate 
risk and resolve disputes: financial, legal, operational, political & 
regulatory, reputational and transactional.

www.fticonsulting.com

Congratulations to  
Dómhnal Slattery
on his award for 
Outstanding 
Achievement from 
The Ireland-U.S. 
Council

© 2020 FTI Consulting, Inc. All rights reserved.



Emma Stroude’s portrait of her daughter,  
Fifteen is the winner of this year’s Award for 
Outstanding Portraiture, sponsored by the 
Ireland-U.S. Council, in conjunction with  
The Irish Arts Review. The award is presented 
in Ireland to an artist whose work is judged 
to be of outstanding merit. The Award is an 
important part of the Ireland-U.S. Council’s 
program to support the arts and arts  
education in Ireland. Council member- 
company Prudential Financial is the  
principal financial sponsor of this program.

About the Artist and the Portrait
Emma Stroude is originally from England and completed 
her studies in London at Chelsea College of Art and  
Design and the Slade School of Art. She moved to Ireland 
in 1996 and studied in the National College of Art &  
Design before settling in Sligo where she plays an active 
role in the arts community.

Stroude’s work ranges from wide skies and emotive Irish 
landscapes to figurative paintings emerging from her 
dedication to life-drawing.  Her solo exhibition ‘Curious’ at 
the Kildare Gallery in October 2019 explored the spectacle 
of colored smoke and powder clouds and the diversity of 
their use for celebration, entertainment, protest, alert or 
a call for help. The inhabitants of each painting choose to 
ignore, react, engage with or even act as the instigators of 
these clouds of color and the situations they create. Our 
human involvement and response to each spectacle is the 
subject of her curiosity.
 
Stroude’s latest works are concerned with exploring the 
idea of play as a rehearsal for the challenges of adult life 
and the use of acrobatic performance as a metaphor  
for the precarious nature of our existence. She draws  
comparisons between physical and emotional tests in our 

life experiences as we identify with the characters she  
portrays.  She has said that performances by Síolta Circus 
and Angelique Ross provided inspiration for several of 
these paintings.
 
Her work is housed in numerous public and private  
collections including the Office of Public Works, Sligo 
County Council, Kildare County Council, Pierce Brosnan 
and Luciano Bennetton’s Imago Mundi.

Her current roles include acting as an organizer and  
facilitator of Graphite & Easel life drawing sessions at  
The Model in Sligo, where is also a member of the Hyde 
Bridge Gallery Committee.  Primarily a painter, she says 
“My practice is underpinned by a dedication to life-drawing  
which influences my current body of work. Rooted in 
real-life observations and experiences, my compositions 
develop further during the painting process and new   
environments and relationships between the figures 
inhabiting the images emerge. Permeated by evocative 
plumes of color, my work goes in search of pivotal moments  
between certainty and uncertainty. Playful gestures and 
more serious undercurrents hang in the balance challenging  
perceptions of performance versus reality.”

Angela Griffith, assistant professor in the Department of 
History of Art and Architecture in Trinity College Dublin,  
describes the work: “Stroude first began painting her 
daughter’s portrait when she was eleven years old. Further 
portraits were painted when she was twelve and thirteen, 
each titled according to her daughter’s age. The numbers 
mark a progression in terms of stages of development, but 
they also dictate the viewer’s response, determined by the 
viewer’s own life experience and their expectations. The 
first paintings in the series were based on a collection of 
play fashion photographs taken by the sitter’s elder sister. 
However, Fifteen, the next in the series, marks a new  
departure. Here Stroude has taken the photographs herself. 
Her daughter is not pretending or acting. She is herself. 
The fact that the painter is the sitter’s mother is significant 
in the sense that she feels a responsibility to her daughter. 
This is a work of loving carefulness and respectfulness.’’ 
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Prudential Financial Sponsors
Important Arts Program in Ireland

The Ireland-U.S. Council’s 2021 Award For Outstanding 
Portraiture Presented To Emma Stroude for Fifteen
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Prudential Financial Sponsors
Important Arts Program in Ireland
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Ireland-U.S. Council’s 2021 
Award For Outstanding Portraiture

The 2021 Award Presentation was held in the gallery of the Royal Hibernian Academy in Ely Place in Dublin. Seen at the presentation were (from left) 
Abigail O’Brien, President of the RHA; Marie-Claire de Sachy, Chief Executive of the Irish Arts Review and the winning artist Emma Stroude standing by her 
prize-winning portrait seen at extreme right here.

About the Award Program
The Award program is undertaken with generous financial  
sponsorship from Council-member firm, Prudential  
Financial, a U.S.-based life insurance company which is 
not affiliated in any manner with Prudential plc, a company  
incorporated in the United Kingdom.  The Irish Arts  
Review, the quarterly publication devoted to Irish culture, 
art and design throughout the ages, manages the judging 
process and is chaired by Brigid Mulcahy, editor of the 
Irish Arts Review. The Royal Hibernian Academy is an 
all-island institution that is celebrating its 191st Anniversary.
 
Lisa Wright, VP Global Sourcing Strategy and Business 
Solutions, Prudential Financial and a Council board 
member said “We are pleased to support this important 
program by the Ireland-U.S. Council to promote greater 
innovation in arts education and appreciation in Ireland. 
PGIM, Inc., formerly Prudential Investment Management, 

is the asset management arm of Prudential Financial and 
maintains operations in Ireland in Letterkenny, County 
Donegal.  Prudential is committed to supporting Ireland’s 
dynamic business economy but also its vibrant cultural 
and artistic traditions.”

As part of the sponsorship program associated with the 
Award, every Council member in the United States and 
in Ireland receives a copy of Ireland’s premier visual arts 
and heritage quarterly journal, 38 years in publication, the 
Irish Arts Review.  Other benefits for Council members 
include a program of discounts available through the Irish 
Arts Review to many arts events in Ireland.  Also included 
are calendars of upcoming arts activities throughout the 
year plus online information on prices of Irish art and 
results of auction sales.
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TSYS, Qarik and Agio – benefit from our talented workforce, 
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Pandemic Hits Hardest For Our  
Annual Student Work Experience  
Scholarship Awards

The Covid pandemic has hit hardest at our Ireland-U.S. 
Council’s annual program of Student Work Experience 
Scholarships.  When Covid hit our entire 2020 Program 

had already been put in place.  Our sponsoring companies had 
signed up and were on board.  The time-consuming and rigorous 
process of selecting candidate Ireland-U.S. Council Scholars for 
2020 had been completed with young men and women from 
Ireland, north and south, chosen and ready and eager to travel 
to the United States. 

Council President Tom Higgins says “It was greatly disappointing 
for everyone that all those carefully laid plans went down with 
the onset of pandemic.  Our entire 2021 program of Scholarships 
could not be even planned as the pandemic raged in late 2020 
and through the first half of this 2021 year.”

Mr. Higgins continued “So now we have embarked on planning 
for our 2022 Program of Student Work Experience Scholarships.   
We have our fingers crossed that we can re-start what has  
become one of our most popular and, we think, worthwhile  
program activities. I should add that our last regularly-scheduled 
annual scholarship awards luncheon was held in New York City 
on Thursday, June 13, 2019 – so it has been quite a while”.  

Mr Higgins added “Next year in 2022 it will represent the 
36th year in which the Council has operated this successful 
and much-admired Scholarship Awards program.  We in the 
Council are proud of the role that this program has played over 
the years as part of the organization’s broader mission to build 
closer business and economic links between the United States 
and Ireland – north and south.  We will be working diligently 
over coming months on putting in place the details for 2022.  
We look forward to the time next year when we can announce 
details of the recipients of the Council’s Student Work  
Experience Scholarships for the 36th annual program.”

Annalise Stack, the Ireland-U.S. Council’s Program Director 
noted “Each year Ireland-U.S. Council student scholars,  
representing universities and colleges from throughout the 
island of Ireland in Ireland, have traveled to the United States 
to work temporarily in American corporations.  Through the 
decades of operating this program many changes have occurred 
both in the economic structures in Ireland and in the U.S.  In 
addition, American laws governing workplace visa requirements 
have been altered considerably.  We have also been able to flexibly 
pivot in important ways in managing this worthwhile program.”

Continuing, Annalise Stack added “For example, a big adjustment 
was to seek undergraduates in universities in Ireland, north  
and south, who possessed green cards (work permits) or U.S. 
citizenship.  It was clear that the visa requirements over time 
had incrementally become too burdensome on participating 
companies.  We also decided to open the program to longer- 
term internship placements in the workplace – rather than the 
purely summer-long placements as had been the rule previously.   
The success of these realignment efforts has reflected in the 
high-quality roster of successful Ireland-U.S. Council Student 
Scholar candidates over time.”
 
Ms. Stack also noted “This program is highly selective in choosing 
candidate participants.  Our aim is to introduce talented students 
to the business world in the United States. Each scholar represents 
his/her University College during the time spent here. The 
program provides a valuable opportunity for learning, acquiring 
business-related skillsets and networking while working in a 
fast-paced corporate environment.” 

“Through these Student Work Experience Scholarships”, Ms. 
Stack concluded “we hope to highlight the excellent educational 
infrastructure that has been developed throughout the island 
of Ireland.  Next year, colleges in Ireland - north and south, 
will again be represented in the program, while students from 
throughout the island of Ireland will participate.”  

The Ireland-U.S. Council is the premier transatlantic business 
organization that encourages and promotes business between 
Ireland and the United States. It was established in 1962 by 
American and Irish business leaders in preparation for the visit 
of President John F. Kennedy to Ireland the following year - in 
the Spring of 1963. It is a thriving organization that brings 
together top-level business professionals that conduct business 
in Ireland and in the United States.  

Commenting on the organization’s beginnings, Mr. Higgins said 
“The founding of this Council was designed as an initiative to 
build institutional form around a structure to improve business, 
economic and commercial relations between the two countries.  
In the 58 years the Council has been operating, we believe we 
have been successful in this mission.”

In our last full-year program in 2019, the Council was delighted 
to again partner with Fordham University for those Council 
Scholars who were to be based in New York City”, Mr. Higgins 
also noted.  “These Council scholars were accommodated in 
the McMahon Residence Halls of the Lincoln Center campus of 
the college during their time staying in Manhattan.  We thank 
Council member Dr. John Kezel, Dean of Students at Fordham 
University, for his enthusiastic and always-generous support of 
this Council program.”
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• Conor McKeon is a native of Galway 
and is a student at NUI Galway where 
he is pursuing a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Chemistry. He has been 
nominated to work with Pfizer in New 
York City.

• Séan McMahon is a native of 
Dundalk, County Louth and is studying 
for a Bachelor of Science in  
Environmental Biology with Statistics 
and Data Analytics at University  
College Dublin. He worked in New 
York City at offices of First Data  
Corporation now FiServ.

• Brian McPartland who is from from 
Doon, County Limerick is studying for 
a Bachelor of Business Studies degree 
at the University of Limerick. He 
will work in New York City at offices 
of Mutual of America in Midtown 
Manhattan.

• Lauryn Hollywood is from  
Omagh, County Tyrone in Northern 
Ireland and is enrolled at Queen’s  
University Belfast studying for a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Finance having 
finished her final year of the four-
year degree course. This year Lauryn 
returned for a year-long appointment 
to work at  Prudential Financial in 
Jersey City.

• Dylan Willis, who lives in  
Clonskeagh in Dublin, is studying  
for a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Financial Mathematics at University 
College Dublin. His work assignment 
was at Prudential Financial in  
Jersey City.

• Ross Archibald is a native of 
Ballymoney, County Antrim. He is 
attending Ulster University pursuing 
his Bachelor of Science with Honors in 
Business Studies with Computing. He 
traveled to Morristown, New Jersey 
where he was working in the offices of 
CIE Tours International.
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Council-member Dan McCarron of Capital Counsel with David O’Sullivan, Sr. 
Mary Turley of Flax Trust, and Mutual of America’s Anita Walker.

Ruth Croke with Council National Secretary Jim Adrian and Rhianna 
Quinn-Roddy.

Dermot Fitzpatrick, Deputy Consul-General of Ireland with 2019 Council Scholar 
Seán McMahon and Dr. Rebecca Murphy of First Data Corporation now FiServ.

Sophie Colgan with Anna Hutton of CIE Tours International.

Naomi King of Queen’s University Belfast with David O’Sullivan. Paddy McCarthy, Peter Hooper and Jeff Cleary.
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Seen at the presentations event were (from left): Ireland’s Deputy Consul Gen-
eral in New York Dermot Fitzpatrick; 2019 Ireland-U.S. Council Scholar  
Conor McKeon and Carmel Keane of Pfizer.

The always-elegant pair of Marty Keating and Jake Latchman.The bags, the framed citations and the envelopes with the money (each  
scholar received $2,000) were enticingly awaiting their new owners in the 
Library at The Metropolitan Club.

The Mutual of America team at the event were Michael Conway, Vincent  
Kolinsky, Anita Walker with 2019 Student Scholar Brian McPartland holding 
framed citation, Brittany Kiernan and William Roden.

CIE Tours International participated in our 2019 Scholarships program:  
(from left) Lea Nielsen, Ross Archibald, Anna Hutton with the Ireland-U.S. 
Council’s Annalise Stack.
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Prudential Financial sponsored two of our 2019 Scholars: (from Left)  
Brett Acker, Dylan Willis, John Godevas, Lauryn Hollywood and JoAnne Marfia.

Mutual of America: Brian McPartland with Anita Walker.It’s a beautiful room - the lunch venue was the Library at our long-time  
home ground - The Metropolitan Club.

The Council’s 2019 Student Work Experience Scholarships awards luncheon was held at The Metropolitan Club in New York City on Thursday, June 13. Seen at the  
presentations event were (from left): 2019 Ireland-U.S. Council Scholars Brian McPartland; Sean McMahon; Ireland’s Deputy Consul General in New York Dermot Fitzpatrick; 
Ross Archibald; Council National Secretary, Jim Adrian; Dylan Willis; Conor McKeon; Lauryn Hollywood and Council Scholarships Program Director, Annalise Stack.
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Our 2019 Student Scholars recount their experiences

Lauryn Hollywood   Queen’s University Belfast Prudential Financial
I am delighted and absolutely honored to return to New York this summer as the first two-time 
recipient of the Ireland-U.S. Council Work 
Experience Scholarship Award. I am completely indebted to the Ireland-U.S. Council for  
facilitating this incredible experience and 
helping me to maintain the valuable links that 
allowed me to return as a Council scholar for 
a second year. This June, I embarked on a 12-month placement with Prudential Financial, Newark, NJ, as an Operational Risk Management Intern in the Chief Investment Office. Thanks to the Council and their continued support throughout the year, I was able to organize an extended internship to comply with the compulsory Industrial Placement year I’m required to complete as part of my degree. I can’t thank the Council and its members enough for their endless help at all times, without them this  incredible Placement would be impossible.

Staying in Fordham Lincoln Center Dorms (twice) is something I’ll never forget. I’ve made friendships both this year and last that I’ll cherish forever. This Summer I joined Liberty Gaels Camogie team and we won the New York County League. This is another fantastic Irish network that makes New York feel a lot more like home and a great way to settle into the city.

Already, this placement has been a totally unparalleled experience both inside and outside of work. I was privileged to return and eager to take advantage of everything Prudential and New York City has to offer.
It was a privilege to participate in such an incredible opportunity.  I experienced real work in America’s financial sector, giving me a first-rate insight into my field of study. Also, the Ireland- U.S. Council Student Work Experience Scholarship program gave me the chance to venture out on my own. I was immersed into a hugely different culture both inside and outside of work. I got to interact with people from all around the world and had to be responsible for myself – 3,000 miles away from home. Thank you again for everything. I really appreciate all the work you did for us. Staying in Fordham was amazing! What a fantastic location and what lovely people. Thank you for looking out for us the whole time and accepting us all in the first place. I’ll be back in no time I’m sure, I had the most fantastic summer.

Brian McPartland   University of Limerick Mutual of America
I’d like to say a massive Thank You to 
all in The Ireland-U.S. Council. You have 
helped me to have the summer of a 
lifetime! Living and working in New York 
City at the tender age of 21 is an amazing 
experience which I will never forget.

I had a fantastic time at Mutual of America where I got a great insight into a corporate environment with a busy New York-based firm. They run an impressive intern program which includes training and development which I’m sure will stand to me in my future career progression.

I really loved staying in the Fordham University dorms. I doubt I’ll ever live as close to Central Park again! I made lifelong friends with the other scholars who I am so lucky to have been acquainted with. This is an outstanding program run by The Ireland-U.S. Council and I am eternally grateful for being given the opportunity to be part of it. I was delighted to meet everyone from the Council at the Presentation Awards lunch at the beautiful Metropolitan Club which was a memorable occasion. I wish you all the very best, I hope we can stay in touch and hopefully cross paths again in the future.

Go n-éirí an bóthar libh a chairde.
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Seán McMahon   University College Dublin First Data Corporation (FiServ)
I would like to thank the Ireland-U.S. 
Council for giving me the once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to live and work in 
Manhattan through the Student Work
Experience programme. I have gained so 
much from the experience that it is hard 
to even list. From real world industry 
experience, to countless networking  opportunities, to simply learning how to look after myself in a foreign and busy metropolitan environment, the Ireland-U.S. Council has provided me with so much in the short span of three months.

I was fortunate enough to intern at First Data while they completed one of the largest mergers of the year with Fiserv, resulting in the combination of two Fortune 500 companies. This was an incredible learning experience for me that few are ever able to gain, let alone an intern heading back to university the next month! My co-workers at the company were all very helpful and understanding, and I feel proud to be the first Scholarship Student to work with the company. I hope that I have set some sort of impression that will lead to the company continuing to partake in this incredible and long-running programme!
I would finally like to thank those who are members of, and support, the Ireland-U.S. Council. It is through your membership, sponsorship, and attendance at Council- sponsored events, that I was able to have this life- changing experience. I will always be grateful, and I look forward to being able to help students like me, by being a member of the Ireland-U.S. council in the future.

Dylan Willis   University College Dublin 
Prudential

My experience on the Ireland-U.S. Council’s 
Student Work Experience Scholarship this 
past summer was one of the best experiences 
of my life. It allowed me to venture out on 
my own for the first time and experience 
a completely different country and culture 
than I am normally used to.

I don’t mind admitting that I was nervous before I traveled out to America as I didn’t know anyone and didn’t really know what to expect. The Ireland-U.S. Council was extremely  generous in offering help and support, and this definitely helped to settle any early nerves. Once I met my fellow scholars however, we instantly clicked, and I knew I’d love the experience. I am extremely grateful to have been blessed with the opportunity to work in the New York business  environment, and I believe that this experience will stand me in great stead immensely in the future.

Prudential Financial is an amazing company to work in and have a fantastic company culture. I learned so much from my time as an intern there. My time there will be invaluable in helping me to forge my own career path in the future after graduation. Everyone in the company was so helpful and encouraging in getting me involved in their work and offering advice whenever I asked.

As well as the amazing work experience, living at the Fordham University Lincoln Center campus was a unique and once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. We couldn’t have wished for a better location and are all eternally grateful for the support of the Ireland-U.S. Council. The dorms are an incredible place to live, and we all had a truly remarkable time there.
I’d like to thank you all for providing me with such a  fabulous experience this summer. I had an amazing time and made lifelong friends and would love to return to  New York in the future.



2019 student scholarshiPs

35

Conor McKeon   NUI Galway
Pfizer

Participating in the Ireland-U.S. Council 
Work Experience Scholarship Programme 
with Pfizer this past summer has been  
a truly wonderful experience for me.  
I cannot express enough thanks to the 
Council and especially Annalise for all 
the work that goes in to maintaining this 
program year after year.

It was surreal to arrive at the Fordham-Lincoln Center dorms and meet the other scholars who have since become close friends from our evenings and weekends spent exploring the streets and avenues of New York city.

From the moment I arrived at Pfizer for my first ever  internship I felt like a part of the company and the colleagues and mentors I’ve gotten to know in the time I worked there have made me certain of my future in the pharmaceutical industry.

It was a privilege to be invited to the Ireland-U.S. Council’s luncheon and golf events, and get to know the ladies and gentlemen whose support made this Summer possible. The culture of community and giving back was something that really stood out about the Ireland-U.S. Council and I hope I will be fortunate enough to eventually return the f avor and support the program in the future for the scholars that will come after me.

Ross Archibald   University of Ulster CIE Tours International
One of the key experiences that was  
recommended to me during my studies as  
an undergraduate; was an internship. When I discovered the opportunity to apply for  
an internship in the United States with  
the largest tour operator into Ireland, CIE 
Tours International, I decided to give it a  
try and go for it.

It was a huge bonus that the position with CIE Tours also qualified me for the Ireland-U.S. Council’s Student Work  Experience Scholarship program which I learned had been  operated successfully for the past 35 years.

To say I have learned a lot from this internship year would  be an understatement! I have gained a new sense of  professionalism, with an understanding of what it means to be in the professional business world. There was opportunity to continuously acquire new skills.  A highlight for me was shadowing colleagues to gain insight into various departments and roles within the organization.

I made a valuablenew network of contacts and developed  personally. Another big bonus was being assigned to a  permanent position after my internship. My advice to  anyone contemplating an internship is to take the  opportunity and go for it.

I am grateful to the Ireland-U.S. Council for being able to participate in their scholarship program.  The framed citation that came with the honor will be forever prized by me.
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Wednesday, February 16 
– Friday, February 18, 2022
Council’s Winter Meeting
Palm Beach, Florida

Wednesday, March 16, 2022
Saint Patrick’s Luncheon
The Metropolitan Club, New York City

Friday, April 22, 2022
Spring Corporate Lunch
InterContinental Hotel
Dublin, Ireland

Thursday, June 16, 2022
Scholarships Awards Lunch
The Metropolitan Club, New York City

Friday, July 1, 2022
Midsummer Gala Dinner
Dublin Castle 
Dublin, Ireland

Monday, July 25, 2022
Council Golf Day in New York
Rye Golf Club, Rye, New York

Friday, September 9, 2022
Council Golf Day in Ireland
Dun Laoghaire Golf Club, 
Enniskerry, Co. Wicklow, Ireland

Thursday, November 10, 2022
59th Annual Dinner of the Council
The Metropolitan Club, New York City

Thursday, December 15, 2022
Member-Guest Event 
InterContinental Hotel
Dublin, Ireland
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The Ireland-U.S. Council’s
2021 Award for Outstanding Achievement

Dómhnal Slattery is Chairman &  Chief Executive of Avolon Holdings, an 
aircraft leasing company, headquartered in Ireland, which he founded in May 
2010. In the largest ever listing on the NYSE by an Irish company in November, 
2015 the company’s market capitalization was $1.6 billion. Within nine months, 
Avolon was taken private again when it was acquired by a Chinese firm, Bohai 
Leasing – a unit of HAN Group - for $7.6 billion, a nice 55% premium to the 
IPO price, delivering significant returns to its shareholders.

The company has offices in the United States, Dubai, Singapore and China.  
Avolon provides aircraft leasing and lease management services and has an 
owned, managed and committed fleet of 235 aircraft serving 49 customers  
in 27 countries. Avolon’s stated objective is to invest exclusively in modern, 
fuel-efficient aircraft which demonstrate the strongest long-term value- 
retention characteristics.

With 25 years’ experience in the aircraft leasing industry, Dómhnal Slattery  
began his aviation financing career in 1989, initially in marketing roles with 
Guinness Peat Aviation (GPA) and GECAS. In 1994, he established his own  
aircraft advisory and investment banking services company, International  
Aviation Management Group (IAMG). In 2001 the Royal Bank of Scotland 
Group acquired IAMG as the launch platform of RBS Aviation Capital.  
Dómhnal was Chief Executive of this business from 2001 to 2004 and went on 
to become Managing Director of the Structured Asset Finance business for the 
Royal Bank of Scotland Group. He continued as a non-executive Director of  
RBS Aviation Capital until January, 2008.

A native of Ennis, Co. Clare, he has a Bachelor of Commerce (Hons) from  
University College Galway and is a graduate of the Accelerated Development 
Program from the London Business School.
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Creating 
opportunities

Since 1963, the Ireland-US Council has been 
committed to creating opportunities between 
America and Ireland that help develop relationships 
between leaders in business and government. We 
are proud to support their efforts and congratulate 
tonight’s honorees, ómhnal Slattery, Barbara Koster,
Geoffrey Martha and Dr. Lawrence Crowley on 
their Awards.
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Warmest congratulations to  
Dómhnal Slattery and Barbara Koster  
for their remarkable achievements



The Ireland-U.S. Council’s
Lifetime Achievement Award
Presented to Barbara Koster

The Ireland-U.S. Council Lifetime Achievement Award is presented to long-time Council 
Board Member Barbara G. Koster. She is the recently-retired Chief Information Officer 
and Senior Vice President of Operations &  Systems at Prudential Financial, where she 
was also the head of the Business & Technology Solutions Department.

As head of the company’s Global Business & Technology Solutions Department, she  
exercised oversight responsibility for information technology, including cyber-security, 
technology governance, architecture and standards, at Prudential locations worldwide. 
She oversaw the company’s global networks and data centers and led the company’s  
Office of Veterans Initiatives, a program that helps veterans to transition from military  
to civilian life. She was Chairman of Pramerica Systems Ireland, and a founding  
member of Prudential Systems Japan, both technology subsidiaries of Prudential  
Financial. Barbara is also is a member of The Prudential Foundation board of directors.

She joined the company in November 1995 as VP and CIO of Individual Life Insurance 
Systems, where she was responsible for application development, including those that 
support distribution, policy administration, customer relationships, business strategy,  
call centers, service delivery, financial systems, information security, business continuation 
and architecture.

Dedicated to building a pipeline of diverse talent in Science, Technology, Engineering,  
and Mathematics (STEM), in 2017 Barbara was named one of STEMConnector’s 100  
Corporate Diverse Leaders in STEM. She also received the Tip O’Neill Irish Diaspora 
Award for contributions toward building the technologists of the future. She is a founding 
member of Workforce Opportunity Services, which provides underserved youth and  
military veterans with training, mentoring, and career opportunities. She is also a  
member of the Donegal Diaspora International Advisory Committee.

Prior to joining Prudential in 1995, she held several positions with Chase Manhattan 
Bank, including as President of Chase Access Services. In 2018, she joined the board  
of Dime Community Bancshares.

A third-generation Irish-American with roots in Cork and Tipperary, she has a bachelor’s 
degree in Business Administration, an associate’s degree in Computer Technology and an 
honorary doctorate of humane letters from St. Francis College. Barbara and her husband, 
Robert, have two daughters, Kathryn and Diana.

Barbara Koster
Former CIO
Prudential Financial
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An Taoiseach
Micheál Martin TD

We are honored and pleased to welcome An Taoiseach Micheál Martin TD as 
our Guest of Honor at our Ireland-U.S. Council event in Dublin Castle. He 
was elected Taoiseach, Ireland’s Prime Minister, in June 2020 and is the 

Leader of Fianna Fáil, Ireland’s largest political party in Dáil Éireann, the national  
legislative parliament in Ireland. Born in Cork in 1960, he graduated with a degree in 
Arts and later earned a Master’s Degree – both from University College Cork. He worked 
as a secondary school teacher in Cork before eventually embracing a career in politics.

His time as a teacher in the classroom was short-lived. After just one year he was  
elected to Cork Corporation as a Fianna Fáil candidate in 1985. It was from this local 
base that he decided to embark on a career in national politics. He served as Lord Mayor 
of Cork, Ireland’s second-largest city, from 1992-93. Since entering national politics as 
a TD for Cork South-Central in 1989, he has served on the Fianna Fáil front bench and 
in four Government cabinet posts: Minister for Foreign Affairs (2008-2011), Minister 
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (2004-2008), Minister for Health (2000-04) 
and Minister for Education (1997-2000). He had been the Leader of the Opposition in 
Ireland since March 2011 and Leader of Fianna Fáil since February 2011.

After the Fianna Fáil party’s victory in the 1997 election, he was appointed to the Cabinet.  
In 2004, during his time as Minister for Health, he made headlines when he introduced 
laws banning tobacco smoking in all workplaces. This gave Ireland the distinction of  
being the first country in the world to introduce a full workplace smoking ban. In 2009, 
he was the first Irish Foreign Minister to travel to Latin America, during which time he 
also made the first official visit to Cuba by any Irish Government Cabinet Minister.

At the 2016 general election, Fianna Fáil’s performance improved significantly, more 
than doubling their representation in the Dáil. Martin continued as Leader of the  
Opposition and led his party through the 2020 general election, which led to Fianna 
Fáil becoming the largest party in the Dáil – by the thinnest of margins. Because those 
election results left no clear winner, there were lengthy negotiations to form a grand coalition 
of three political parties to form a Government. This arrangement saw longtime rivals 
Fine Gael join with Fianna Fail marking the first time these two parties had governed 
together. The Green Party also joined the coalition to ensure a solid Parliamentary  
majority. Micheál Martin was appointed to the role of Taoiseach on June 27, 2020.
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2021 Global Achievement Award

Medtronic plc is an American-Irish medical device  
company, headquartered in Dublin but with its executive 
headquarters in Fridley, Minnesota in the United States.  

In 2015, Medtronic acquired the Ireland-based company Covidien.   
Medtronic operates in 140 countries and has over 105,000 employees.

Geoff Martha is firmly establishing Medtronic as the undisputed 
global leader in healthcare technology. As chairman and CEO, 
Geoff leads the $30 billion company and its employees in pursuit 
of fulfilling the Medtronic Mission to use technology to improve 
human welfare. He is recognized as one of healthcare’s most driven 
and innovative executives — ranking in Modern Healthcare’s 100 
Most Influential People in Healthcare in 2020 and listed as the #1 
CEO in healthcare technology by the Healthcare Technology Report 
in 2021.

The Medtronic Mission — to alleviate pain, restore health, and 
extend life — has inspired its researchers and engineers to create 
some of the most meaningful medical technologies in the history of 
healthcare: a pacemaker the size of a vitamin pill, the world’s first 
hybrid closed-loop diabetes pump, neurostimulators for pain and 
brain disorders, and more.

Under Geoff ’s leadership, Medtronic is putting the ‘tech’ in 
MedTech, leveraging the latest advances in cutting edge technology  
to transform healthcare, including manufacturing processes, robotics,  
data, machine learning, and artificial intelligence. Recognizing the 
power of partnerships and innovative collaborations, Geoff has 
accelerated Medtronic’s strategic acquisitions, boldly pursued novel 
R&D funding models, and embraced new ways to partner across 
industries and global borders.

Geoff assumed his current role as CEO in April 2020 — at the 
height of the COVID-19 pandemic. As part of his commitment to 
lead with purpose, Geoff quickly mobilized the company and took 
action to help global healthcare professionals and partners continue 
to treat patients and protect themselves. In addition to accelerating 
the development of remote solutions, he made the unprecedented 
move to open source the company’s intellectual property, making 
proprietary ventilator designs available to manufacturers around 
the world. The move helped address growing global demand for 
ventilators, resulted in new partnerships, and broke down barriers 
across industries to enhance care.

Fortune Magazine named 
Medtronic among the top 15 
companies for its 2020 “Change 
the World” list, recognizing its 
swift efforts during the pandemic,  
and listed the company on its 2021  
list of Most Admired Companies. 
During Geoff ’s tenure as CEO, 
Medtronic has also placed #11 
on DiversityInc’s 2021 Top 50 
Companies for Diversity; Drucker 
Institute’s 2020 Management 
Top 250 list; and the Dow Jones 
Sustainability North America 
Index, as one of the world’s leading companies in sustainability.

Since joining Medtronic in 2011, Geoff has remained an ardent 
supporter of Medtronic-sponsored philanthropic and diversity 
initiatives. He is a member of the Medtronic Foundation Board of 
Directors and serves as Medtronic’s Executive Sponsor to FIRST 
Robotics. Geoff also led the Medtronic African Descent Network 
– an internal resource group focused on recruitment, engagement, 
retention, and development for employees of African descent.

Prior to becoming CEO of Medtronic, Geoff held various  
leadership roles on the company’s executive committee, including 
SVP, Strategy and Business Development; Chief Integration Officer; 
and Executive Vice President, Restorative Therapies Group.  
Notably, he led the acquisition and subsequent integration of Covidien,  
the largest acquisition in the history of the medical technology 
industry. Before joining Medtronic, Geoff spent 19 years in a variety 
of business development, strategic marketing, and sales management 
roles at GE Healthcare and GE Capital.

Geoff is an active member of the global business community, 
sitting on the Business Roundtable, and on the World Economic 
Forum’s International Business Council. He co-chairs the Taskforce 
on Health and Life Sciences for B20, a G20 engagement group. 
Passionate about socio-economic issues, Geoff also serves on the 
boards of two Minneapolis-based nonprofit organizations: Children’s 
HeartLink and Northside Achievement Zone (NAZ). He is also 
part of OneTen, a coalition of cross-industry leaders committed to 
breaking down systemic barriers for Black Americans.

Geoff received a bachelor’s degree in Finance as a member  
of the Scholar’s Program from Pennsylvania State University,  
graduating with highest honors. He was captain of the Penn State 
men’s hockey team and later inducted into its Hockey Hall of  
Fame. In 2016, the University awarded him the Penn State Hockey 
Distinguished Alumni Award. He is also a member of Penn State’s 
College of Liberal Arts Development Council.
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Medtronic moved its corporate headquarters to Ireland in 
2015 after acquiring rival Covidien, which was registered 
in Ireland at that time, in a $50 billion corporate deal.  

Medtronic had been present in Ireland since 1999, having acquired 
a cardiovascular business established in Galway in 1982.  Medtronic 
now employs more than 4,000 people across five sites in Ireland in 
Galway, Dublin and Athlone.

The Parkmore Business Park West facility in Galway features 
a Centre of Excellence for operations and R&D to support global 
cardiac & vascular businesses, as well as a customer innovation 
center.  The operations in Mervue in Galway focus on the development 
of respiratory & monitoring solutions. The company makes two 
of its high-performance ventilators - the Puritan Bennett 980 and 
Puritan Bennett 840 ventilators - in Galway. They are designed for 
critically-ill patients such as those who suffer the worst effects of 
the Covid19 disease with acute respiratory distress. 

Most of the company’s employees in Ireland work at the state-
of-the-art facility in Galway, including over 100 personnel dedicated 
to research and development. The company has developed strong 
R&D links with third-level institutions throughout Ireland.  Today, 
the Galway site is one of the leading global manufacturing and  
technology development centers within the Medtronic organization.  

Its headquarters and 
principal executive offices are 
on Hatch Street in Dublin.  In 
its facility in Athlone, County 
Westmeath, the company  
manufactures airways 
products and also features a 
research & development hub. 
Sales and marketing functions 
are based in its CityWest facility 
on the outskirts of Dublin.

The Irish Times newspaper last year reported that Medtronic, 
“one of the world’s biggest makers of life-saving ventilators, is more 
than doubling its workforce at its Galway manufacturing facility to 
meet surging demand in the coronavirus pandemic.

Ventilators are considered critical in the fight against the 
Covid-19 disease as they permit an infected person’s lungs to rest 
while the machine supplies oxygen and stimulates breathing.”

The newspaper report added “There is a shortage of intensive 
care unit ventilators across the globe to deal with the surge in 
patients who become critically ill and need oxygen and breathing 
assistance to survive. Medtronic, the medical devices company, 
hopes to more than double the manufacturing of ventilators by 
adding to its Galway workforce, including by transferring staff 
from other Medtronic sites to support the ramped-up activities. 
The publicly-quoted company has already increased the manufac-
turing of ventilators by more than 40 per cent and said that it is on 
track to more than double its capacity to manufacture and supply 
ventilators in the response to the outbreak.  The company has 
added manufacturing shifts and is introducing new shift patterns 
to make the Galway plant a “24/7 operation”, the company said in a 
statement to the stock exchange.”
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“The Medtronic organisation in Galway 
has gone from strength to strength. 
Today, the site is one of the leading 
Global Manufacturing and Technology 
Development Centres within the  
corporation. Our success to-date is 
down to the core competencies and 
capabilities of our people and our 
relentless drive for excellence in everything we do. The core 
of the Medtronic Mission is to apply biomedical engineering 
to alleviate pain, restore health and extend life for millions 
of people each year, through our products and therapies. 
At the Medtronic Galway Site, all our employees are deeply 
committed to the Medtronic Mission and we take great 
pride in knowing that our contributions have such a positive 
effect on the lives of patients all over the world.”  

Gerard P. Kilcommins, Vice-President of Global Vascular Operations 
& General Manager, Galway Site.
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an aPPreciation

Dr. Lawrence G. Crowley  
2021 Lifetime Achievement Award Honoree (Posthumous)

Laurence Crowley came from a patrician Dublin 
family of accountants. He became one of the best-
known business figures of his generation.  The 

Ireland-U.S. Council wishes to mark his successful and 
notable careers and contributions to the business  
community and to society in Ireland with this Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  It had been planned he would 
receive this Award at our June 2020 MidSummer Gala 
Dinner.  The pandemic forced the cancellation of that 
event and sadly, Laurence passed at age 83 in December 
2020.  The Award, presented posthumously, is accepted 
by his sister Ms. Marianne Gorman.

He grew up in Dublin in a family of five brothers and 
one sister. His older brothers, Niall and Conor, were also 
considerable figures in Irish business circles in the latter 
half of the 20th century. He attended Belvedere College 
and University College Dublin (UCD), where he qualified 
as an accountant.  His father was a founder of the  
Dublin accountancy firm Kennedy Crowley (SKC)  
then later Stokes. 

He started in the family firm after college and soon made 
a name for himself as a receiver - he was the first person 
called in by creditors and banks when a firm became 
insolvent or was about to go bust.  In the fast-growing 
Ireland of the 1960’s business enterprise was encouraged.  

There were many home-grown corporate success stories 
in Ireland in the 1960’s and 1970’s. Inevitably, as the free 
enterprise system dictates, in the fast-growth decades in 
the Ireland in his era, larger companies sometimes got 
into financial difficulty and required re-organization in 
receivership or liquidation. Laurence Crowley was often 
the first choice to be called in when insolvency issues 
arose in businesses.  Later in his career, he built a solid 
record of success as board director and chairman of some 

of Ireland’s best-known public 
companies.

But his initial business fame 
was built around him getting 
the reputation as the best 
“go-to” guy to shepherd these 
troubled enterprises.  He was 
the receiver for some of the 
front-page headline business 
collapses of his generation –  
Patrick Gallagher’s construction empire; Hugh McLaughlin’s 
print and publishing dynasty – the Creation Group;  
Brennan & McGowan builders; Pat Quinn’s business 
empire; Galway Crystal; the colorful McCartin brothers’ 
pioneering agricultural enterprise in Leitrim.  All of  
these and more ended up in the wise and smart hands  
of Laurence Crowley.

At the age of 52, he decided on a career change and 
left the family business - which had been merged into 
the accountancy firm KPMG - and entered the world 
of high finance in his own right. He became a director 
and later chairman of the Carroll’s cigarette company. 
He was a government-appointed director of Aer Lingus 
and An Bord Gáis and he served on the boards of Elan 
Pharmaceuticals, Rothmans International, New Ireland 
Assurance, Hardwicke, Davy Stockbrokers and O’Flaherty 
Holdings. He also served for some time in the top board 
role as Governor of the Bank of Ireland.  It didn’t always 
go to plan, as when he became a director of the ill-fated 
first commercial broadcasting operator, Century Radio. 
Like many business figures, he was enthralled by the  
media business but couldn’t quite understand how it 
worked - and in this case it didn’t.

“His style and his smile suggest that he knows precisely 
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Dr. Lawrence G. Crowley  
2021 Lifetime Achievement Award Honoree (Posthumous)

where the bodies are buried,” wrote Martin FitzPatrick  
in The Sunday Independent newspaper on the eve of his 
becoming governor of the Bank of Ireland.  “Indeed no 
one would dare quarrel with that perception of his  
role and influence over the past 40 years of building  
businesses, deconstructing them and mopping up after 
the mistakes of others.”

He later became a sought-after man in Dublin for se-
rious financial advice - among those who were reputed 
to have benefited was beef baron Larry Goodman.  His 
friend Joe McGowan, one half of the country’s biggest 
construction firm Brennan and McGowan, recalled in his 
memoir, Clearing the Hurdles, how back in the recession 
of the 1980s he and his partner, Tom Brennan, “could 
be exposed with personal guarantees” they had given to 
cover company borrowings. They called in Crowley, who 
painstakingly got them through the crisis and advised 
them to never again sign personal guarantees against 
company borrowings.

Laurence Crowley was married to Mella Boland, a daughter 
of the prominent diplomat Freddie Boland, and sister 
of the poet Eavan Boland.  The couple were avid equine 
enthusiasts. When her son was still a toddler she was 
involved in a serious riding accident and was very lucky to 
survive, spending the rest of her life in a wheelchair.
Crowley, who was a keen polo player himself, gave up the 
sport in favor of the less dangerous pastime of golf. He 
was a gregarious figure who enjoyed convivial company 
and business chat.  He was a member of the Royal Dublin 
Society among other Dublin clubs.

He was appointed to what was archaically called ‘The 
Court’ of the Bank of Ireland (the board of directors) in 
1990 and served as Governor (Chairman) from 2002 to 
2005. His brother Niall had served in the same capacity 

at Allied Irish Banks, cementing the family as pillars of 
the Dublin financial establishment.

Through his friendship with Martin McAleese - they  
had worked together as young accountants - he became 
chairman of Mary McAleese’s re-election campaign  
for the office of President of Ireland, although the  
position turned out to be purely honorary after she was 
re-appointed for a second term as President without an 
election.  He later served as advisor to the President’s 
Award scheme Gaisce and was deeply involved in  
autism charities.

He served as the first chairman of the newly  
established UCD Michael Smurfit Business School in 
1990 and among many honours in 2009 he was awarded 
an Honorary CBE by Queen Elizabeth II for his role in 
the Peace Process and fostering better relations between 
Ireland and Britain.  After stepping down from his role as 
chairman, he remained an active member of the School’s 
advisory board and trusted advisor until his passing.  
His sustained support through initiatives like the annual  
Laurence Crowley Lecture Series offered students new 
ways to engage with leaders in the international world  
of business.
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Hogan Lovells is proud to support  
The Ireland-U.S. Council and we salute this  
year’s honorees at the 56th Annual Dinner: 

Brent Saunders, Dr. John Lahey,  
and Dr. Peter Fitzgerald.
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At CIE Tours, we share 
The Ireland – U.S. Council’s passion 
for building bonds between 
America and Ireland.
In 1932, we created a company dedicated to introducing Americans to the beauty 
and magic of the Emerald Isle. Nearly 90 years later, we’re proud to continue to 
bring the spirit of Irish hospitality to travel.  With guided group tours, self-drive 
options, and custom private-driver vacations, CIE Tours sends more 
U.S. visitors to Ireland than any other travel company.

We are honored to partner with The Ireland – U.S. Council and salute 
Dómhnal Slattery and Barbara Koster on their remarkable achievements.

cietours.com

Valentia Island, Ring of Kerry 
©Fáilte Ireland/Tourism Ireland – courtesy Brian Morrison
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and create better outcomes for our world.

Engineering the extraordinary
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57th annual dinner in neW York

57 th Annual Dinner in New York Celebrates
Ireland’s most successful entrepreneur
Denis O’Brien Honored with Ireland-U.S. 
Council’s Award for Outstanding Achievement

Ireland continues to be a fertile environment for encouraging 
enterprise. In a manner, this proud record was the subtext of 
the proceedings at the Ireland-U.S. Council’s 57 th Annual 

Dinner when the Council’s Award for Outstanding Achievement 
was presented for 2019 to Denis O’Brien, Chairman of Digicel. 
The event was held at the usual venue of the Metropolitan Club in 
New York City on Wednesday, November 13, 2019.

The Award also marked his distinguished and successful business 
career and underlined his notable and important achievements in 
building bonds between America and Ireland.At the same time, the 
Award also celebrated his significant and generous philanthropy 
over many years to causes aimed at improving the lives of poor 
people and those less-fortunate.

The members and directors of the Council were delighted on this 
special occasion to honor such an outstanding and worthy recipient 
with an award that is so richly-deserved. The Council was pleased, 
in the words of the announcement by the Council earlier in the 
year, “to mark the unique and positive contributions which Denis 
O’Brien has made to improving the historic and deep relationships 
between Ireland and the United States. Throughout his successful 
career, he has displayed an unmatched commitment to excellence 
in his business dealings.”

Denis O’Brien is a self-made billionaire who is Ireland’s wealthiest 
native-born citizen. Born in Cork, he was raised in Dublin and 
learned business from his father who was engaged in veterinary 

pharmaceutical sales. He is a 1977 graduate of University College 
Dublin and earned an MBA degree from Boston College in 1982.

He worked in banking and aircraft leasing in his early career and 
struck out on his own - first in radio broadcasting and then in 
mobile cellular telecommunications. He was awarded Ireland’s 
second national cellphone license in open competition and made 
a huge success of the business - eventually selling the Esat Telecom 
enterprise, which he built from scratch, to British Telecom.

Subsequently, he built a second cellphone business –Digicel, of 
which he is the majority owner. This company has operations in 
32 markets in the Caribbean, Central America, and the Pacific 
Islands with a combined 12.8 million subscribers and 5,500 staff. 
He is also the founder of Communicorp Group, which has 42 
radio stations in nine countries. His business empire also includes 
healthcare, energy, real estate, professional sports, aircraft leasing 
and other enterprises. His net worth has been estimated by Forbes 
Magazine at over $4 billion.

Council President-Emeritus, Dennis Swanson, in remarks at 
the 57 th Annual Dinner making the presentation, said “Denis 
O’Brien exemplifies in many ways the enormous progress that has 
been made in business in Ireland in the past half-century and the 
deep, durable and strong entrepreneurial instincts that thrive to 
this day in the Emerald Isle.”

Mr. Swanson continued “The mission of the Ireland-U.S. Council 
mission is to promote closer commercial connections and deeper 
business links between Ireland and the United States. Our 2019 
Recipient of the Council’s Award for Outstanding Achievement 
has made such a huge contribution in this area. It is a pleasure for 
us to acknowledge and celebrate Denis O’Brien’s achievements.”

The 2019 Award for Outstanding Achievement was presented to Denis O’Brien, Chairman of Digicel. Seen during the cocktail reception prior to the dinner were Kieran Claffey, Partner, 
PwC and Council Treasurer; Denis O’Brien; Brian W. Stack, Council President; and Jim Adrian, Partner in the law firm of Adrian Cassidy Associates who serves as Council Secretary.60



57th annual dinner in neW York

Tourism Ireland’s Alison Metcalf presenting the Ireland-U.S. Council’s 2019 
Cúchulainn Award to Norman Houston, Director of the Northern Ireland Bureau.

The Great Room stairwell of The Metropolitan Club pictured on the evening of 
the Ireland-U.S. Council’s 57th Annual Dinner.

Council members pictured just after the conclusion of the Council’s 57th Annual Meeting of Members held, as usual, before the 2019 Annual Dinner.

Lisa Wright of Prudential Financial; Elizabeth Crabill, Chief Executive of CIE 
Tours International with Michael Clark of Surmont LLC in Washington DC.

Our home-away-from-home - The Metropolitan Club in New York was the venue 
for the 57th Annual Dinner.
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57th annual dinner in neW York

Norman Houston with Council Board Member Michael Brewster, Loretta  
Brennan Glucksman and Áine Sheridan.

John O’Donoghue with Northern Ireland Bureau’s Lorraine Turner.

Norbert Galligan of AIB Group in New York with Denis O’Brien and Roddy 
Feely, the Council’s Executive Director in Dublin.

Brass with strings: Virtuoso violinist Gregory Harrington with French Horn 
maestro Cuán Ó Seireadáin from Conradh na Gaeilge in Dublin.

 Incoming Council President Tom Higgins of FiServ (seen at center) with his colleagues and guests.62



57th annual dinner in neW York

Lorraine Turner of the Northern Ireland Bureau with colleague Andrew Elliott, 
Andy Ruane and Tony Quinn.

Bill Byrne with Caroline Regan.

Norbert Galligan with Jill & Peter Hooper and Martin & Helen Murphy.

Aer Lingus colleagues Ken Karchinski with Helen Maguire and Bill Byrne.

Paul Flanagan and Orla O’Malley with Sr. Mary Turley of Flax Trust.z

Professor Brian MacCraith, President of Dublin City University with Denis O’Brien.

63



Wells Fargo Corporate & Investment Banking (CIB) and Wells Fargo Securities (WFS) are the trade names used for the corporate banking, 
capital markets and investment banking services of Wells Fargo & Co. and its subsidiaries, including but not limited to Wells Fargo 
Securities, LLC, member of NYSE, FINRA, NFA and SIPC, Wells Fargo Prime Services, LLC, member of FINRA, NFA and SIPC, and Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A. Wells Fargo Securities, LLC and Wells Fargo Prime Services, LLC, are distinct entities from affiliated banks and thrifts.

© 2021 Wells Fargo & Company. All rights reserved.  7122867

Leaders engage us, allow us to take chances, unite our voices, and focus our 
ideas into action.

We congratulate Dómhnal Slattery with The Ireland - U.S. Council for the 
Award for Outstanding Achievement and salute his commitment to excellence.

Wells Fargo Corporate & Investment Banking

Great leaders 
inspire us



The Northern Ireland Bureau is delighted to be associated with this prestigious event,
which honors Dómhnal Slattery, Barbara Koster Geoffrey Martha and Lawrence Crowley.

We are particularly grateful for the continued support and encouragement that the
Bureau receives from the Irish Department of Foreign Affairs and the Office 
of the Taoiseach as we carry out our role of representing the Northern Ireland 
Executive in the United States.

We wish the Ireland-U.S. Council continued success. 

Like & Follow us:

www.facebook.com/northern.bureau 

@NI_Bureau



57th annual dinner in neW York

Council President-Emeritus Dennis Swanson at the podium.

Andrea Haughian, VP Business Development for Invest NI pictured with the 
then-just-arrived Director of the Northern Ireland Bureau Andrew Elliott.

At the commencement of the dinner, Sean O Riada’s haunting melody of Mise 
Éire was played beautifully on the French Horn by Cuán Ó Seireadáin.

Dr. David Dobbin, Chairman of the Belfast Harbour Commissioners with his 
wife Pauline pictured with Heather Stuart and Joe O’Neill, Chief Executive of
the Belfast Harbour Commissioners.

All was ready for our members and their guests.66



57th annual dinner in neW York

James Morrissey, Denis O’Brien, Loretta Brennan Glucksman and Brian Stack.Former Cabinet Minister in Ireland’s Government Mary Hanafin with  
Alison Metcalf.

Council President-Emeritus Dennis Swanson presenting the award at the 
podium to Denis O’Brien.

Board Members Andy Ruane and Peter Hooper.

Tourism Ireland’s Alison Metcalf at the podium.
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57th annual dinner in neW York

Council Board Member Michael Greene with Aidan Browne and Denis O’Brien.

Council Program Director Sophie Colgan addressed the dinner.

Cúchulainn Award Honoree Norman Houston addressing the dinner gathering.

Council Membership Director Ruth Croke with Jim Adrian.

A most elegant dining room.68



Hanover Stone Partners 
is proud to support the 

Ireland-U.S. Council and we 
congratulate this year’s honorees: 
Dómhnal Slattery, Barbara Koster,

Geoffrey Slattery and Lawrence Crowley

Hanover Stone Partners provides risk consulting, risk management 
services and human capital consulting on a global scale through a 

network of professional, independent senior advisors and partner firms.
HSP offers a wide array of specialized services to organizations of all

sizes in the public, private, government and non-profit sectors.

Hanover Stone Partners, LLC
260 Madison Avenue, 8th Floor

New York, NY 10016
www.HanoverStonePartners.com

John J. Kelly
Managing Partner
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an aPPreciation: norman houston

It was with the greatest sadness that 
we learned of the untimely passing this 
year of Norman Houston who had been 
presented with the Ireland-U.S. Council’s 
Cúchulainn Award at the 2019 Council 
57 th Annual Dinner. Norman had been 
based in Washington DC representing in 
the United States the interests of North-
ern Ireland and its 1.7 million citizens. 
As Director of the Northern Ireland 
Bureau, the diplomatic mission of the 
Northern Ireland Executive in  
the United States and Canada he had 
spearheaded the Executive’s international  
strategy.  He was the first Northern 
Ireland diplomat to escort The First 
Minister and Deputy First Minister into 
the Oval Office to meet then President 
George W. Bush.

Norman worked to bolster and promote 
economic, educational, cultural and 
community links between Northern 
Ireland and the United States. He was 

heavily involved in building awareness 
and creating greater understanding of 
Northern Ireland, especially in the 20 
years since the signing of the Good  
Friday Agreement.

A native of Larne in Northern Ireland, 
he had extensive experience and had 
nourished contacts with senior political 
figures, diplomats and business leaders. 
He had attended three inaugurations, 
met with U.S. Presidents Clinton, Bush, 
Obama and Trump - most recently he 
got a personal shout-out from President 
Trump at the 2018 St. Patrick’s celebra-
tions in the White House. He facilitated 
meetings with President Obama, Vice 
President Biden and had strengthened 
the Bureau’s profile on Capitol Hill and 
within the larger diplomatic community. 
In June 2018, he was awarded an OBE 
by Her Majesty, the Queen of England.

Fé bhraith Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

2019 Cúchulainn Award Honoree Norman Houston recieves his award from Brian stack, flanked by Bill 
Byrne of Aer Lingus and Tourism Ireland’s Alison Metcalf.

Norman Houston with Joe Biden in 2016.

Norman Houston, The Ireland-U.S. Council’s 2019 Cúchulainn Award Honoree 
and Former Director of the Northern Ireland Bureau in Washington DC

Norman Houston was awarded an OBE in 2019.
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To our Dear friend Dómhnal -
congratulations on tonight’s award.

The McBrien Family
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Ireland – U.S. Council Honorees
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2019 december member-Guest recePtion

The evening was sponsored by Aer Lingus – seen (from left) were airline
colleagues Megan Hickey, Yvonne Muldoon, Dermot Lee and Victoria Elmore.

Seen at the Ireland-U.S. Council’s 2019 December Member-Guest Reception in
Dublin’s InterContinental Hotel were Council Executive Director in Ireland, 
Roddy Feely with Yvonne Muldoon of Aer Lingus and Andy Ruane of the Irish 
Channel America.

Guest Speaker Danny McCoy of Ibec with Dr. Michael Somers, Council  
President - Ireland Chapter.

Key Topic:  
Ireland’s economic success and future potential

Keynote Speaker:  
Danny McCoy, Chief Executive of Ibec

The Ireland-U.S. Council’s popular Annual December 
Member-Guest Reception was held in Dublin on Thursday, 
December 12, 2019 with a focus on Ireland’s economic 

success story and future potential. The well-attended event was 
sponsored by Aer Lingus, PwC and Eaton Electrical Systems.

The President of the Council’s Ireland Chapter, Dr. Michael 
Somers, welcomed members and guests for the occasion. Keynote 
remarks were delivered by Danny McCoy, Chief Executive of 
Ibec., the largest representative body for business in Ireland. His 
interesting remarks dealt with Ireland’s economic track record 
and peered into the future discussing potential bottlenecks and 
logjams to future expansion that may lie ahead. As always, Danny 
McCoy was nothing less than wholly-engaging in his speech 
which was interspersed with compelling analysis and opinions.

He was named Director General of IBEC in July 2009. Prior to 
his appointment he was Director of Policy for the organization. 
An economist by training, he had also served as Senior Research 
Officer at the Economic and Social Research Institute and as an 
economist in the Central Bank of Ireland. He has held lecturing 
posts at Dublin City University, University College London, 
University of Oxford and Trinity College Dublin. He was  
Manager of the European Forecasting Network comprising  
ten European research institutes in a joint project for the  
European Commission.

IBEC is the largest and most consequential business  
representation organization in Ireland with membership by 
7,500 companies, institutions and organizations, of all sizes  
and from all sectors throughout Ireland. The organization 
works to promote business interests by lobbying and advising 
governments, by creating networking opportunities for  
enterprises and by conducting research. It lobbies the Irish  
Government, European Union and international legislators  
on a wide range of policy priorities for business. IBEC is  
headquartered in Dublin, has over 180 staff with other offices  
in Cork, Galway, Waterford, Limerick and Donegal. It also 
maintains an office in Brussels, Belgium.
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2019 december member-Guest recePtion

Aidan Smyth of Labplan with Dan Feaheny of Feeney Ventures.

Richard Henry of Lex Risks Solutions, Paddy Dunigan of Kilbeggan Racecourse
and Pat O’Halloran of Barnmore Ltd.

The Ireland-U.S. Council 2019 Annual Report was available for members and
their guests.

PwC was also a sponsor of the evening.

Donard Gaynor was there with Marie O’Connor.

Paul Daly of BNP Paribas with Brendan Cahill, Marie O’Connor and Michael
Donohoe of Colliers International.
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2019 december member-Guest recePtion

Council Board Member and event sponsor Phil Kane of Eaton Electrical Systems 
addressing the gathering from the podium.

Gerard Lawless of Foxbridge Capital with Kevin Tuck of Alltech and Aidan
Prendergast of Cardinal Consulting.

Paul Burke and Phelim O’Neill of Phelim O’Neill Solicitors.

Sinéad Ni Mhurchú of the American College Dublin with Derek Gleeson of the
Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra and Deirdre Masterson, also of the American
College Dublin.

Colleagues at the law firm of Eugene F. Collins David Heneghan and Áine Hartigan.

David O’Sullivan of the Ireland-U.S. Council with Bill Byrne of Aer Lingus.
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2019 december member-Guest recePtion

Colleagues from the firm of Irish Tax Rebates Martin Brennan and Niall Costello.

Dr. Tríona Croke with Paul O’Neill of Jackson Wine Estates, Frances Kelly and
Teresa Roche.

Aer Lingus had brought along some goodies for the guests. Hilary Finlay and Sean Finlay of Geoscience Ireland with Dr. Jack Golden of the
European Chamber of Commerce and Tadhg O’Donoghue.

UCD colleagues Suzanne Shorten and Enda Carroll with Susan McKeown of the
Cuala Foundation.

Event Sponsor PwC Partner Andrew O’Callaghan.
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2019 december member-Guest recePtion

Dublin City University’s Pat Edmondson with Bacchus Vinos’ Henry Anderson.Dr Michael J. Somers pictured with Dave Shepherd of Aer Lingus; Phil Kane of
Eaton Electrical Systems with Finola Cunningham of the U.S. Embassy and Tom
Murphy, also of Eaton Electrical Systems.

Bridget Mulcahy, Publisher of the Irish Arts Review pictured with David  
O’Sullivan and Pat Edmondson of Dublin City University.

Cheers! Anne Nolan and Tony Condon also attended.

Seen at the Ireland-U.S. Council’s 2019 December Member-Guest Reception in
Dublin’s InterContinental Hotel were: Vice Admiral Mark Mellett; Council} 
Ireland Chapter President Dr. Michael J. Somers, Chairman, Chairman of 
]Goodbody; Róisín Fitzpatrick, The Artist of the Light, Danny McCoy of Ibec; 
Toby McCoy and Elizabeth Mellett.

Maura Cassidy of Goodbody with Dr. Siobhan Weston and Council member  
Dr. Mona McGarry.
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committee meetinG in JulY 2021

The first in-person committee meeting staged by 
the Ireland-U.S. Council this year was on July 27 
in New York City when Council President Tom 
Higgins convened a planning meeting to discuss 
this year’s 2021 Annual Dinner.

The Covid pandemic had forced the cancellation 
of our 2020 Annual Dinner in New York. This 
would have been our 58 th Annual Dinner but 
we moved it into the 2021 calendar year instead. 
At the July 27 meeting, held at the law offices 
of Adrian & Associates, were Council members 
from New York and Washington DC, it was 
decided that the time was right to proceed with 
plans for the 2021 Annual Dinner. Invitations 
were issued for the Friday, November 5, 2021, 
event which will be the 58th Annual Dinner of 
the organization.

Seen at the committee in midtown Manhattan on July 27, 2021 were (from left) David O’Sullivan, Council Executive Director; Andrea Haughian, Vice President 
Business Development, Invest Northern Ireland; John Reilly, Partner, Patton Squire Boggs; Alison Metcalf, Executive Vice President, Tourism Ireland; Jim Adrian, 
Council National Secretary and Partner, Adrian & Associates; Andrew Elliott, Director, Northern Ireland Bureau; Martin Cottingham, Principal, Avison Young; 
Council President Tom Higgins, Executive Vice President FiServ and Sophie Colgan, Program Director, the Ireland-U.S. Council.

Meeting in July 2021 to Plan Our 58th Annual Dinner in New York

Seen on the occasion of the committee meeting were (from left) Jim Adrian, Council
National Secretary; Alison Metcalf, Tourism Ireland; Andrea Haughian, Invest Northern Ireland; 
John Reilly, who is Chairman of the Ireland-U.S. Council’s Board Nominations Committee.
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council’s 2020 Winter meetinG

Council’s 29th Winter Meeting is staged in
2020 in Palm Beach, Florida

This year’s Council’s annual Winter Meeting in Palm 
Beach, Florida, sponsored by Aer Lingus and CIE Tours 
International, saw great weather, strong participation  

by members and excellent speakers in various events - all held 
in great venues.

The Winter Meeting kicked off in great style with an opening- 
night dinner party on the rooftop of the beautiful oceanfront 
building - 400 South Ocean Blvd - on Wednesday, February 12. 
Held on a warm, picture-perfect evening, this event was generously 
hosted by Council President-Emeritus Michael J. Gibbons and 
his wife Cynthia.

Acting as Chairman of the 2020 Winter Meeting, he welcomed 
participants and noted that this was the 29th successive year for 
the Council to host a Winter Meeting in Palm Beach for Council 
members from around the United States and from Ireland.

On the third day of the 2020 Winter Meeting -Valentine’s Day  
Friday, February 14 th - the Council hosted a luncheon meeting at 
The Sailfish Club at which several speakers addressed the gathering.

As it happened, with recent General Elections in Ireland and  
in the United Kingdom, our gathering provided a timely  
opportunity for updates for Council members and guests on 
developments on this front. Indeed, the U.K. election results 
seem to have provided the strong impetus needed for the return 
to work of the power-sharing Executive in Northern Ireland, 
overcoming the obstacles to their resuming office and again 
taking the reins of Government in the Province.

The details on this bit of good news were sketched in by Andrew 
Elliott, who is Northern Ireland’s top diplomat in Washington 
DC. These were his first set of remarks to this annual luncheon 
meeting as he had just arrived in America to take up his position 
in Washington DC during 2019 taking the place of Norman 
Houston who had just retired from the position.

Ireland’s Ambassador to the United States, Dan Mulhall had a 
slightly more-difficult task as Ireland’s General Election results, 
still fresh from becoming clear, had resulted in a true stalemate 
on who might form the next Government in Dublin. The principal 
partner in the outgoing Minority Coalition Government, the 
Fine Gael party, had already indicated it would be going into 
Opposition in the Dáil, Ireland’s Parliament. The Ambassador 
was extremely clear in explaining this quite unclear scenario.

Ambassador Mulhall has served as Ireland’s envoy to the United  
States since presenting his credentials in the Oval Office to 
President Trump on September 8, 2017. Previously, he served as 
Ireland’s Ambassador in London, where he had been for four years.

The 2020 Winter Meeting also featured Council support of the 
Ireland Funds’ Dinner in Palm Beach, held at The Breakers  
Hotel on Thursday, February 13, 2020. And, time was found 
during the three-day event to stage the Council’s golf day, on 
that same day, at Mayacoo Lakes Country Club which again this 
year was played under warm and sunny skies.

Join Us At The 30th Winter Meeting in 2021
The Council’s 30th Annual Winter Meeting is scheduled to  
open in Palm Beach, Florida on the evening of Wednesday,  

February 10 and will run through Friday, February 12, 2021.

Dining al fresco on a warm, blue-sky February night under the stars in Palm Beach, Florida. Does it get nicer than this?80



council’s 2020 Winter meetinG

Richard McClain and his guest.Incoming Council President Tom Higgins with his wife Fiona.

Kelly Layman, Ambassador Dan Mulhall with Eileen Cornacchia. Maura Nolan, Pat & Mary Donaghy, James Doran, Jim Adrian and Mike Kelley.

2020 Winter Meeting Chair and Council President-Emeritus Mike Gibbons 
addressed the opening night gathering.

Vicki & Jim McHugh.
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council’s 2020 Winter meetinG
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John FitzGerald is the Librarian at University College Cork and  
is also the Commissioning Editor of a series of new books on  
history in Ireland that have taken the country by storm. The 
Atlas of the Great Irish Famine was Winner of the Best Irish  
Published Book in 2012, while its later companion publication, 
Atlas of the Irish Revolution, was Ireland’s Book of the Year in 
2017 when it was first published.

His lunch presentation at the 2020 Winter Meeting described 
new understanding of the causes and long-term effects of the 
Great Famine – the most pivotal event in modern Irish history, 
with implications that cannot be underestimated. Over a million 
people perished in Ireland between 1845-1852, and well over a 
million others fled to other places within Europe and America.  
By 1850, the Irish made up a quarter of the population in  
Boston, New York City, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. The 2000 
U.S. census had 41 million people claim Irish ancestry, or one  
in five white Americans.

The book, Atlas of the Great Irish Famine (1845-1852), considers 
how such a near total devastation of a nation by natural causes 
could take place in industrialized, 19th century Europe. It clearly 
situates the Great Famine alongside other world famines for a 
more globally-informed approach.

The Atlas bears witness to the many tens of thousands of  
people who died and are buried in mass Famine pits or in fields 
and ditches, with little or nothing to remind us of their going. 
The centrality of the Famine workhouse as a place of destitution 
is also examined in depth. Likewise, the Atlas represents and 
documents the conditions and experiences of the many  
thousands who emigrated from Ireland in those desperate  
years, with case studies of famine emigrants in cities such  
as Liverpool, Glasgow, New York and Toronto.

The Atlas places the devastating 
Irish Famine in greater historic  
context than has been attempted  
before, by including over 150 
original maps of population decline, 
analysis and examples of poetry, 
contemporary art, written and oral 
accounts, numerous illustrations, 
and photography, all of which help 
to paint a fuller picture of the 
event and to trace its impact and 
legacy. In this comprehensive and 
stunningly illustrated volume, over 
fifty chapters on history, politics, 
geography, art, population, and 
folklore provide readers with a broad 
range of perspectives and insights 
into this event.

A sister (and more recent) book  
to the famine book is The Atlas  
of the Irish Revolution, which is a  
landmark publication that presents 
scholarship on the revolutionary 
period in a uniquely accessible 
manner. Featuring over 200 original 
maps and 300 images, the Atlas  
includes 120 contributions by  
leading scholars from a range of 
disciplines. They offer multiple  
perspectives on the pivotal years 
from the 1912 Home Rule crisis to 
the end of the Irish Civil War in 1923.

Guest Speaker at 2020 Winter Meeting Lunch
John FitzGerald
Librarian at University College Cork



council’s 2020 Winter meetinG

The Sailfish Club was the venue for our lunch gathering on Valentine’s Day 2020.Jim Adrian, Greta Mulhall with Jimmy & Sharon Lynch.

The Ireland Funds’ Caitriona Fottrell with Andrew Elliott of the Northern  
Ireland Bureau and Council President Brian W. Stack.

Lise Moran and Lore Dodge.

Jack McCarthy and Susan Anable. Ambassor Dan Mulhall, Ambassador Elizabeth Frawley Bagley with Mike Gibbons.

83



SHU IN DINGLE

SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY
Fairfield, Connecticut ● Dingle Campus

OLLSCOIL SACRED HEART
Fairfield, Connecticut ● Campas Daingean Uí Chúis

Sacred Heart University offers an immersive Irish Studies Program in the heart of the Irish-speaking Dingle 
Gaeltacht region. Using Dingle as the campus classroom, students live the Irish experience  through hands-

on seminars led by accomplished scholars and local experts. All of our courses feature active participation and 
immersion – both in and out of the classroom. We offer a variety of courses spanning the humanities, natural 

sciences, health sciences, communications and media studies, the performing arts, and marketing  
& economics in across fall & spring semesters and several short term two week programs.

 
A key highlight of our SHU in Dingle program is the Sustainable Tourism Summer Internship supported  

by the McIntosh Foundation where students spend 10 weeks in Dingle conducting research on environmental, 
cultural, and economic aspects of sustainable tourism in conjunction with local organizations and businesses.

 
Sacred Heart University is also a supporter and steward of the John Moriarty Institute for Ecology  

and Spirituality whose mission is to understand and consider the richness and wonder of the  
natural environment and to promote a deeper reflection on human spirituality as an important  

and necessary element for a flourishing life of meaning and purpose.

Contact Co-Program Directors Dr. Mark Beekey beekeym@sacredheart.edu 203-371-7783,  
or Dr. John Roney roneyj@sacredheart.edu 203-371-7741

www.shuindingle.com

W H E R E  W I L L  Y O U R 
H E A R T  T A K E  Y O U ?

Fiserv celebrates 
honorees Dómhnal 
Slattery and 
Barbara Koster. 
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council’s 2020 Winter meetinG

Mayacoo Lakes decal at the Clubhouse entrance.Áine and Eddie Dowling.

Audrey Phelan of the Royal Irish Academy of Music with Council member  
Mari Atchason of Travel Professionals, Inc.

The Head PGA Golf Professional at Mayacoo Lakes Country Club is a native of 
Scotland and has a wonderful name – Alastair Mackenzie.

Mayacoo member Stephanie Beck with Bill Murphy with Ken & Miriam McCullagh.
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Tom Killarney enjoyed the day.



Pat & Mary Donaghy with Michael Brewster. Brian Burns with Esther Murray.

council’s 2020 Winter meetinG

Dan & Greta Mulhall.Marty Keating and Jake Latchman.

87The ocean is always inviting in Palm Beach, Florida.



council’s 2020 Winter meetinG

Ambassador Dan Mulhall addressing the lunch gathering.Michael Brewster, Jean law and Andrew Elliott.

Rev. Gregory Quinn with Audrey Phelan of the Royal Irish Academy of Music 
and Council member James Doran.

Eileen and Brian Burns.

Seen at the Ireland-U.S. Council’s 2020 Winter Meeting lunch at The Sailfish  
Club were Esther Murray and Cynthia Gibbons.

Kelly Layman with Shane Stephens, Ireland’s Consul General for the Southeast 
U.S., who is based in Atlanta, GA.
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Team University College Cork: John O’Sullivan and Jean Law.

council’s 2020 Winter meetinG

Council member Jimmy Lynch with John Fitzgerald.

Council member Declan O’Brien with Mayacoo member John Paxnan.
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A Business Organization

Become a 
member today!

Enjoy important  
Business Connections 
on both sides of the  
Atlantic. It’s Easy.

Sign up online at:
www.irelanduscouncil.com



Connect with us:

We are proud to support  
the Ireland-U.S. Council.

Congratulations to all of this year’s honorees. 

Construction Managers, General Contractors structuretone.com
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Aer Lingus is proud  
to support the Ireland 
US Council’s 58th Annual 
Dinner. Congratulations 
to this year’s honorees 
Dómhnal Slattery and 
Barbara Koster.

Your  
connection  
to Europe
For great fares to Ireland and  

Europe visit aerlingus.com
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